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Introduction
Name authorities have become the most important part of
cataloguing in the recent years, due to the changing landscape of
information retrieval systems. The is new merging tools that will
enable the relationships of works authors to be grouped together and
be searchable using tools such as linked data and URI’s which speaks
to the semantic web.

Therefore, this presentation will discuss the importance of authority
control on Sierra and VITAL to eliminate duplication of authorities
between the two systems.





Authority Control Defined 

• The word authority in authority control derives from the 
idea that the names of people, places, things, and concepts 
are authorized. 

• Name authorities have become more import in establishing 
bibliographical control to enhance the uniformity of names 
in all systems

• Authority control is the process of arranging bibliographic 
information relating to each other in one heading, for an 
example some various names of a single author into one 
name, the other variations of the name be linked through 
cross referencing each name to the one authorized name.

Source: https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Authority_control

https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Authority_control




• To find an item

• To identify an item

• To evaluate and selected an item

• To locate synonyms

Importance of authorities 



Problem statement
As a cataloguer working with III systems namely Sierra and 
VITAL, I have discovered that there is no relationship 
between the systems in terms of creating and maintaining 
authorities. 



As I have been working with the systems, I have 
noticed that Sierra does allow: 

• Creating of local authorities

• Utilize name authorities created on OCLC/ 
Records manger, with URI’s that can link the LC 
authority file, which groups the works of author 
together (Linked data)  

• however VITAL does not.  



Sierra and Authorities 
Currently Sierra has an option to create local authorities, when dealing with 
dissertations and research papers by authors who do not have authority record on 
OCLC and VIAF. 





The main purpose of VITAL is to store and retrieve 
research output of the university. Therefore is 
important for cataloguers to create and maintain 
authorities in the shared institutional repository 
(VITAL) to eliminate duplication of authorities in the 
system. 





However  SEALS  decided to no longer create local authorities 
in the local system (Sierra). The solution was: 

• Creating authorities OCLC/Worldshare Manager, 

• Resulting in name authorities when transferred to the local 
system Sierra will consist of URI’s. 

• By using URI’s on VITAL to connect/link authorities might 
assist with the authority control in the shared institutional 
repository (VITAL) through digital commons by each member 
of the consortium.

• There might be a relationship in URI’s or if we use better data 
in MODS with better links to authoritative taxonomies. 



This means training on authorities is essential for cataloguers 
working on institutional repository. NACO is the major training 
required that will equip metadata librarians/cataloguers in 
authority control.

NACO training will enable them to be able to maintain the 
exiting name authorities to eliminate duplication on the 
system. 



Name authorities and subjects that share a relationship  should 
be grouped together my means of URI’s on VITAL as they are 
on Sierra. http://id.loc.gov/authorities/subjects

http://id.loc.gov/authorities/subjects


VITAL and Authorities

Currently on VITAL there is no authority control in place
for the same authors or related names by means of cross
referencing. On the system itself, it can only be done on
XML editor to edit the MODS by using a program called
Notepad++.







This is resulting in multiple authorities being 
created on VITAL from the variations of individual 
authors. 





This creates a confusion when user’s search 
authors or related works by a particular researcher. 



Examples of the confusion of Authors 

For an example this



The above author his name has different variations

however it is the same person.

VITAL does not have the option to cross reference the

name of the author and grouping her research to one

authorized name.



VITAL can not link the two authorities together, by means of cross
reference or the use of URI’s

Name(B) Name  (A)

Sierra VITAL



Therefore the is a need for both these programs Sierra and VITAL  to 
work together  in order to be able to be consistent with name 
authorities used by authors and researchers 



Recommendation

• As we are moving to linked data in the near future it is important for the
software developers to find a way to incorporate authority control tools
into VITAL.

• The template MODS need to be modified to fit this purpose, VITAL is
lacking in the infrastructure to allow us (cataloguers) modify MODS
template to add elements that can be make it possible for authority
control

• This will ensure that the users will retrieve data/ information they need
timelessly

• This will enable users to get related information and cross reference to
different works by the same author in related fields of study.

• Furthermore provide accurate and effective services to user of the
institutional repository



Conclusion
There is a need for an element/field in the mods templet to include a
cross reference or an authority control element on VITAL for
consistency of authorities and for Sierra and VITAL to be on par when it
regards to name authorities to eliminate duplication of authorities in
institutional repositories



Bibliography

IFLA Working Group on Guidelines for National Bibliographies, 2017, National Bibliographies in the
Digital Age: Guidance and New Directions, Google books, viewed 11 October 2019.

van der Walt, W., 2019, Aligning standards between catalogues and repositories: considerations.
IGBIS Forum 29-30 August 2019.

Zhonghua Du, Authority Control in dPanther: Use Controlled Vocabularies for Names Metadata and
Cataloging Services Librarian Florida International University Libraries -- Metadata Authorities
Workshop of the dPanther Users’ Group July 7, 2015.

www.wikipedia.com [Accessed 10 October 2019].

http://www.wikipedia.com/


Thank you

Luyolo Matabeni
Librarian: Cataloguing and Classification

Nelson Mandela University
Luyolo.Matabeni@mandela.ac.za

Tel:  041-5042299

mailto:Luyolo.Matabeni@mandela.ac.za

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30

